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How to include your message in the
Secretary of State’s Voter Information Guides

oters in Washington State can learn more
about candidates and issues on the ballot

through information guides produced by the
Office of the Secretary of State. For candidates, these
guides offer a free means of getting an unfiltered,

unedited message to large numbers of voters.

The State Voters Pamphlet is printed and distrib-
uted to every household in the state just prior to the
general election in November. In addition, an electronic
Voters Guide is offered for both the September pri-
mary and the November general election on the Sec-
retary of State’s Internet home page.

As a candidate for federal, state, judicial or legisla-
tive office, you can appear in these important voter in-
formation guides by submitting a statement and pho-
tograph to the Office of the Secretary of State. Please
note that your statement and photograph must meet
the format, timeline and submission requirements de-
scribed in this publication.

Your statement and photograph will be published
in the State Voters Pamphlet (distributed to more than
3 million households in the state).

Your statement and photograph will be included
in the online Voters Guide prior to the primary, gen-
eral election, or both, as appropriate.

You will not be charged a fee for having your infor-
mation published in the State Voters Pamphlet; also
there is no charge for placement in the online guide.

Because this information must be compiled in a
very short amount of time, we must receive your state-
ment and photograph no later than three business days
after you file. Information received after the deadline
will be placed on the electronic media prior to the pri-
mary only if time allows; otherwise it will be held and
published only in the State Voters Pamphlet prior to
the general election. We strongly encourage you to sub-
mit your information as soon as possible.

* Kk Kk

ffices listed in the state’s voter information
guides are U.S. Senator, U.S. Representative,

O

State Treasurer, State Auditor, Attorney General, Com-

Governor, Lt. Governor, Secretary of State,

missioner of Public Lands, Superintendent of Public
Instruction, Insurance Commissioner, State Senator
and State Representative, State Supreme Court Justice,
State Court of Appeals Judge, and Superior Court Judge
(President/ Vice President candidates are only included
prior to the general election).

By law, the maximum number of words for a can-
didate statement is determined by the office sought.
Statement word limits are: State Representative - 100
words; Lt. Governor, Secretary of State, State Treasurer,

State Auditor, Attorney General, Commissioner of
Public Lands, Superintendent of Public Instruction,
Insurance Commissioner, State Senator, Supreme
Court Justice, Court of Appeals Judge, and Superior
Court Judge - 200 words; Governor, U.S. Senator, and
U.S. Representative - 300 words; and President/Vice
President — 300 words.

All statement word counts will be checked to en-
sure they don’t exceed the maximum set by law. State-
ments exceeding the word limit will be shortened by
deleting sentences from the end until the limit is
reached. Hyphenated words count as two words un-
less hyphenated in Webster’s Second New Riverside Uni-
versity Dictionary.

Remember
Candidate Statements and Photographs are due three days after you file!




he Office of the Secretary of State has estab-
lished standards for the content, style and

T

readability and ensure accuracy in preparing your in-

format of candidate statements to enhance

formation for distribution.

We will make no changes to the content of any state-
ment which would alter the meaning or substance of
the statement.

The Secretary of State is required by law, however, to
reject any statement which in his or her opinion contains
obscene, profane, libelous or defamatory language.

The Secretary of State also will correct incidental
errors of spelling, grammar and punctuation which he
or she feels would prejudice the candidate’s statement
unfairly or confuse voters. Standards for statement style
and format are:

* Statements must be typewritten and double-spaced in
standard paragraph style. Statements (please do not use
any formatting) may be submitted on a CD in MS Word;
pictures may be included on the same disk. Please include
a hard copy of the statement with the CD.

* Tables, lists or other material requiring multiple in-
dents may not be used. Be aware that only italics may
be used to add special emphasis to words or statements.

* Statements not submitted as an attachment to this form
must contain the candidate’s name, political party
affiliation and office sought. Candidates may include their
campaign mailing address, telephone number, and e-mail/
World Wide Web addresses (this information does not
count toward your statement word limit). Please follow
the format on the back of this publication.

* ok ok

ach candidate may submit one original self-
portrait (submit to the address below). The

E

or color print limited to the head and shoulders of the

photograph must be a black-and-white glossy

candidate against a light (but not white) background.
The print size must be no smaller than 4 x 5 inches
and no larger than 8 x 10 inches.

The photograph must be no more than five years
old, it must not show the uniform or insignia of any

organization which advocates or teaches racial or reli-
gious intolerance, and it must not show clothing or in-
signia which suggests the holding of a public office.

The candidate’s name as well as office being sought
(including district and position number, if applicable) and
political party affiliation must be printed on the back of
the corresponding photograph or accompanying CD.
Requests for the return of photographs must be made in
writing to the Office of the Secretary of State.

* ok Kk

outing candidate statements to our Internet
R website is also permitted. This year marks the
option of not only filing their declaration of candidacy
online but their candidate statement as well. The Office
of the Secretary of State has developed an Internet

second time that candidates will have the

website specifically to accept candidate statements
for candidates filing their Declaration of Candidacy
online. Instructions for the submittal of statements will
be provided at http://www.vote.wa.gov/vp_statement.

end statements and photographs to:
S Voters Pamphlet

Office of the Secretary of State
13018 314th Avenue NE

Duvall WA 98019

After you have submitted your candidate statement you
will receive an electronic message confirming the suc-
cessful acceptance and filing of your statement. Only
the first electronic submittal will be accepted. Your pho-
tograph cannot be submitted through this process.
Please follow the instructions above regarding photo-
graphs. If you did not file your Declaration of Candi-
dacy online you will need to send your candidate state-
ment information to the address below.

If you have questions or need assistance, please contact
Candy McDonald, Voters Pamphlet Composition Co-
ordinator, at (425) 788-7878 or Justin Anderson, Elec-
tions Program Coordinator, at (360) 902-4143.

Important note: Only major party candidates will appear in the online Voters Guide for the primary.

All major party candidates nominated at the primary and all minor party candidates will appear

in the online Voters Guide and Voters Pamphlet for the general election.



THIS BLOCK FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

Date received: Control Number:

Is photograph included? Yes No Is information completed correctly? Yes No

Please read detailed specifications inside this publication before submitting candidate statement and photograph.
Please type or print the requested information.

CANDIDATE INFORMATION

to be included in the State Voters Pamphlet and the
Secretary of State’sVoters Guide on the Internet

Candidate name:

(Asit will appear on the ballot)

Office sought:

(Office Name, District Number, & Position Number if applicable)

Political party affiliation:

Contact telephone number with area code:_( )

Providing the campaign address information below constitutes a request to publish the candidate's campaign address.
This information does not count toward the statement word limit.

CAMPAIGN ADDRESS
Campaign Committee name:
Street Address or PO. Box:
City or Town: State: ZIP:
Telephone number with area code: ( )

E-Mail address;

Internet \WWW) address:

Please complete this page and return to the address listed inside. Be sure to include your statement and photograph.

If you need this information in an alternate format, please contact the
Office of the Secretary of State at 360/902-4151 (TDD: 1-800-422-8683)

{:’, Printed on recycled paper. Please recycle.
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